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The Status of Reconciliation Between People in Islām

 ﷽  

In the Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful; 

All due praise belongs to Allāh, and may salutations and peace be upon the Messenger of 
Allāh, upon his family, companions and those who follow his guidance. To proceed… 

Verily, reconciliation is from the greatest goals that Islām has come to achieve. And Allāh 
 in His Noble Book commands with reconciliation, and encourages with regards (ســبحانــھ وتــعالــى)
to it, and urges unity, and prohibits splitting and differing.  

He (سبحانھ وتعالى) said: 

ِن الرَِّحيمِ يَْسأَُلونََك َعِن اأْلَنْفَاِل ۖ ُقِل اأْلَنْفَاُل هللَِِّ َوالرَُّسوِل ۖ فَاتَُّقوا اهللََّ َوأَْصلُِحوا ذَاَت بَيِْنُكمْ  ِبْسمِ اهللَِّ الرَّْحمَٰ
ۖ َوأَِطيُعوا اهللََّ َورَُسوَلُه إِْن ُكنْتُْم ُمؤِْمِننَي 

They ask you (O Muḥammad (صـــلّى هللا عـــلْیھ وســـلّم)) about the spoils of war. 
Say: “The spoils are for Allāh and the Messenger.” So fear Allāh and 
adjust all matters of difference among you, and obey Allāh and His 
Messenger, if you are believers. [Sūrat al-Anfāl 1]  

And He (سبحانھ) said: 

إِْن خِــــفْتُْم شِـــــَقاَق بَـيِْنِهَما فَـابْـَعثُوا حَــــَكًما مِـــْن أَهْــلِِه َوحَــــَكًما مِـــْن أَهْــلَِها إِْن يُـِريـَدا إِصْـــــــــاَلحًــــا يُـَوفّـِِق اهللَُّ بَـيْنَُهَما ۗ  َو
إِنَّ اهللََّ َكاَن َعلِيًما َخِبيرًا 

If you fear a breach between them two (the man and his wife), appoint 
(two) arbitrators, one from his family and the other from her's; if they 
both wish for peace, Allāh will cause their reconciliation. Indeed Allāh is 
Ever All-Knower, Well-Acquainted with all things. [Sūrat an-Nisāʾ 35] 

Ibn ʿAbbās (رضــــي هللا عــــنـھـمـا) relied as evidence on the great status of reconciliation in Islām 
through this verse when he debated the Khārijites. He (رضي هللا عنھما) said,  

“As for your statement that ʿAlī had men judge in a matter that was for Allāh; then I will read 
to you from the book of Allāh, where Allāh has delegated His judgment to men regarding the 
eighth of a quarter of a dirham. Allāh (ســـبحانـــھ وتـــعالـــى) commanded the people to judge in this 
matter. Do you not understand the saying of Allāh (سبحانھ وتعالى): 
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ًدا فَجَــــزَاٌء مِـــثُْل مَــا قَــتََل مِـــَن الــنََّعمِ  يَْد َوأَنْــتُْم حُــــرٌُم ۚ َومَــْن قَــتََلُه مِـــنُْكْم مُــتََعمِّ ـِذيــَن آمَــنُوا اَل تَــْقتُُلوا الــصَّ ـَها الّـَ يَــا أَيّـُ

يَْحُكُم ِبِه ذََوا َعْدٍل ِمنُْكْم 

Oh you who believe, do not kill the game while you are in a state of 
Iḥrām, and whosoever of you kills it intentionally, then the penalty is an 
offering equivalent to the one he killed, as judged by two just men among 
you. [Sūrat al-Māʾidah 95] 

 
And it is from the judgment of Allāh that He delegated men to judge in this matter. If Allāh 
willed, He could have judged in this matter but He allowed men to judge. 

I ask you by Allāh, is it better that men judge in something regarding reconciliation in 
disputes and in preventing bloodshed or regarding the hunting of a rabbit?” They said, “Of 
course, this is better.” 
 
He said, “And regarding a woman and her husband (Allāh says): 

 
إِْن ِخفْتُْم ِشَقاَق بَيِْنِهَما فَابَْعثُوا َحَكًما ِمْن أَْهلِِه َوَحَكًما ِمْن أَْهلَِها   َو

If you fear a breach between the husband and wife, appoint two 
arbitrators: one from his family and the other from hers. [Sūrat an-Nisāʾ 
35] 

 
Is not men judging in reconciling disputes and in the prevention of bloodshed better than 
men judging regarding the private parts of a woman?” They replied, “Yes.” [an-Nasāʾī report 
it in 'al-Kubrā Vol. 5, Pg. 164, No. 8522]  

And He (سبحانھ) said:  

اَل خَــــيَْر فِـــي كَــــِثيٍر مِــــْن نَـــْجَواهُــــْم إاِلَّ مَـــْن أَمَـــَر بِـــَصَدقَـــٍة أَْو مَـــْعُروٍف أَْو إِصْـــــــــــاَلحٍ بَـــنْيَ الـــنَّاِس ۚ َومَـــْن يَـــفَْعْل ذَٰلِـــكَ 
ابِْتَغاَء َمرَْضاِت اهللَِّ فََسْوَف نُؤِْتيِه أَْجرًا َعِظيًما 

 
There is no good in most of their secret talks save (in) him who orders 
ṣadaqah (charity in Allāh's Cause), or maʿrūf (Islamic Monotheism and 
all the good and righteous deeds which Allāh has ordained), or 
conciliation between mankind, and he who does this, seeking the good 
Pleasure of Allāh, We shall give him a great reward. [Surat an-Nisāʾ 114] 

And He (سبحانھ) said:  

ْلحُ  إِِن امْـــرَأَةٌ خَـــافَــْت مِــــْن بَــْعلَِها نُــُشوزًا أَْو إِعْـــرَاضًــــــــــا فَــاَل جُـــــنَاَح عَـــَليِْهَما أَْن يُــْصلَِحا بَــيْنَُهَما صُــــــــــْلًحا ۚ َوالــصُّ َو
إِْن تُْحِسنُوا َوتَتَُّقوا فَِإنَّ اهللََّ َكاَن ِبَما تَْعَمُلوَن َخِبيرًا  حَّ ۚ َو َخيٌْر ۗ َوأُْحِضرَِت اأْلَنْفُُس الشُّ
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And if a woman fears cruelty or desertion on her husband's part, there is 
no sin on them both if they make terms of peace between themselves; and 
making peace is better. And human inner-selves are swayed by greed. But 
if you do good and keep away from evil, verily, Allāh is Ever Well-
Acquainted with what you do. [Surat an-Nisāʾ 128] 

And He (سبحانھ وتعالى) said:  

ــِتي  إِْن طَــائِـــفَتَاِن مِــــَن امْلُــؤْمِــــِننَي اقْـــتَتَُلوا فَـــأَصْـــــــــــلُِحوا بَـــيْنَُهَما ۖ فَـــِإْن بَـــَغْت إِحْـــــَداهُــــَما عَــــَلى اأْلُخْــــَرٰى فَـــَقاتِــــُلوا الّـَ َو
تَـــــــبِْغي حَــــــــــتَّىٰ تَـــــــِفيَء إِلَـــــــىٰ أَمْــــــــِر اهللَِّ ۚ فَـــــــِإْن فَـــــــاَءْت فَـــــــأَصْـــــــــــــــلُِحوا بَـــــــيْنَُهَما بِــــــــالْـــــــَعْدِل َوأَْقسِــــــــــطُوا ۖ إِنَّ اهللََّ يُـــــــِحبُّ 

امْلُْقِسِطنَي{٩} إِنََّماا امْلُؤِْمنُوَن إِْخَوةٌ فَأَْصلُِحوا بنَْيَ أََخَويُْكْم ۚ َواتَُّقوا اهللََّ َلَعلَُّكْم تُرَْحُمون{١٠} 

 
And if two parties or groups among the believers fall to fighting, then 
make peace between them both, but if one of them rebels against the 
other, then fight you (all) against the one that which rebels till it 
complies with the Command of Allāh; then if it complies, then make 
reconciliation between them justly, and be equitable. Verily! Allāh loves 
those who are equitable.{9} The believers are nothing else than brothers 
(in Islāmic religion). So make reconciliation between your brothers, and 
fear Allāh, that you may receive mercy.{10}  [Sūrat al-Ḥujurāt 9 - 10]  

In the tafsīr of this verse Ibn Kathīr (رحمھ هللا) said, 

“Allāh commands making peace between Muslims that fight each other, 

إِْن طَاِئفَتَاِن ِمَن امْلُؤِْمِننَي اْقتَتَُلوا فَأَْصلُِحوا بَيْنَُهَما   َو

And if two parties or groups among the believers fall to fighting, then 
make peace between them both, 

Therefore, Allāh calls both opposing groups among Muslims as believers although they are 
fighting each other. al-Bukhārī and other scholars relied on this ḥadīth as evidence that 
committing a sin does not nullify īmān, no matter how major the sin is. This creed opposes 
the creed of the Khārijītes and those who followed them from the Muʿtazilites and their likes. 
And likewise it has been reported in Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī from the ḥadīth of al-Ḥasan, from Abū 
Bakrah (رضـي هللا عـنھ), he said that the Messenger of Allāh (ـصلّى هللا ـعلْیھ وسـلّم) gave a speech on the 
pulpit while al-Ḥasan bin ʿAlī (رضــــي هللا عــــنھما) was with him. He was repeatedly looking at al-
Ḥasan and then at the people, and then he said, ‘Verily this son of mine is a sayyid (chief or 
master), and Allāh will make peace between two great groups of Muslims through him.’ What 
he (صـــلّى هللا عـــلْیھ وســـلّم) said, took place. Allāh reconciled between the people of ash-Shām (The 
Levant) and ʿIrāq (Mesopotamia) through him, after tremendous wars and frightening 
battles. And His (تعالى) saying:  
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فَِإْن بََغْت إِْحَداُهَما َعَلى اأْلُْخَرٰى فََقاِتُلوا الَِّتي تَبِْغي َحتَّىٰ تَِفيَء إَِلىٰ أَْمِر اهللَّ 

but if one of them rebels against the other, then fight you (all) against 
the one that which rebels till it complies with the Command of Allāh 

meaning, until the rebellious group refers to the commands of Allāh and His Messenger صـــلّى) 
 for judgement and they listen to and obey the truth. There is a ḥadīth in the Saḥīḥ هللا عـلْیھ وسـلّم)
in which Anas states that the Messenger of Allāh (صــــلّى هللا عــــلْیھ وســــلّم) said, ‘Help your brother, 
whether he is an oppressors or he is oppressed.’ I asked, ‘O Allāh’s Messenger! It is right that I 
help him if he is oppressed, but how should I help him if he is an oppressor?’ He (صـــلّى هللا عـــلْیھ 
 - ”.’said, ‘By preventing him from oppressing others, this is how you help him in this case (وســلّم
End 

And He (تعالى) said:  

ـَما أَمْـــرُهُـــْم إِلَــى اهللَِّ ثُــمَّ يُــنَبِّئُُهْم بِـــَما كَــــانُــوا  ـِذيــَن فَــرَّقُــوا ِديــنَُهْم وَكَــــانُــوا شِــــــيًَعا َلسْــــــَت مِــــنُْهْم فِـــي شَـــــــيٍْء ۚ إِنّـَ إِنَّ الّـَ
يَفَْعُلوَن 

 
Verily, those who divide their religion and break up into factions (all 
kinds of religious sects), you (O Muḥammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) have no concern in 

them in the least. Their affair is only with Allāh, Who then will tell them 
what they used to do. [Surat al-Anʿām 159] 

Ibn Kathīr (رحـمھ هللا) said, “It is apparent that this verse refers to all those who defy the religion 
of Allāh, or revert from it. Allāh sent His Messenger (صـــلّى هللا عـــلْیھ وســـلّم) with guidance and the 
religion of truth so that He makes it victorious and dominant above all religions. His law is 
one and does not contain any contradiction or irreconcilability. Therefore, those who dispute 
in the religion, 

وََكانُوا ِشيًَعا 
 and break up into factions 

meaning, sects, just like those who follow the various sects, desires and misguidance - then 
Allāh has freed His Messenger (صلّى هللا علْیھ وسلّم) from what they are upon.” - End 

And He (تعالى) said: 

فَأَِقْم َوْجَهَك لِلدِّيِن َحِنيفًا ۚ ِفطْرََت اهللَِّ الَِّتي فَطََر النَّاَس َعَليَْها ۚ اَل تَبِْديَل لَِخْلِق اهللَِّ ۚ ذَٰلَِك الدِّيُن اْلَقيُِّم َولَِٰكنَّ 
ِذيـنَ  اَلةَ واََل تَـُكونُـوا مِـــَن امْلُشْـــــرِكِـــنَي{٣١} مِـــَن الّـَ أَكْـــثََر الـنَّاِس اَل يَـْعَلُموَن{٣٠} مُــِنيِبنَي إِلَـيِْه َواتّـَُقوهُ َوأَقِــيُموا الـصَّ

فَرَُّقوا ِدينَُهْم وََكانُوا ِشيًَعا ۖ ُكلُّ ِحزٍْب ِبَما َلَديِْهْم فَرُِحون{٣٢} 
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So set you (O Muḥammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) your face towards the religion of pure 
Islamic Monotheism ḥanīfan (worship none but Allāh Alone) Allāh's 
fitrah (i.e. Allāh's Islamic Monotheism), with which He has created 
mankind. No change let there be in khalq-illāh (i.e. the Religion of Allāh 
Islamic Monotheism), that is the straight religion, but most of men know 
not.{30} (Always) Turning in repentance to Him (only), and be afraid 
and dutiful to Him; and perform aṣ-Ṣalah and be not of al-Mushrikūn 
(the disbelievers in the Oneness of Allāh, polytheists, idolaters, etc.).{31} 
Of those who split up their religion (i.e. who left the true Islāmic 
Monotheism), and became sects, [i.e. they invented new things in the 
religion (bidʿah), and followed their vain desires], each sect rejoicing in 
that which is with it.{32} [Sūrat ar-Rūm 30 - 32] 

Ibn Kathīr (رحـــمھ هللا) said, “The followers of the religions before us had differences of opinions 
and split into false sects, each group claiming to be following the truth. This ummah too has 
split into sects, all of which are misguided apart from one, which is Ahl as-Sunnah wal-
Jamāʿah, those who adhere to the Book of Allāh and the sunnah of the Messenger of Allāh 
 and what was followed by the first generations, the companions, their (صــــلّـى هللا عــــلـْیـھ وســــلّـم)
followers, and the imāms of the Muslims of earlier and later times.” - End 

And when corruption between interrelations is from the causes of splitting, differing and 
failure, and consequently overpowering of the enemy, and their victory over the Muslims, 
Allāh (تعالى) warned against disputing, He (سبحانھ) said:  

اِبِريَن  َوأَِطيُعوا اهللََّ َورَُسوَلُه واََل تَنَازَُعوا فَتَفَْشُلوا َوتَذَْهَب ِريُحُكْم ۖ َواْصِبُروا ۚ إِنَّ اهللََّ َمعَ الصَّ

And obey Allāh and His Messenger, and do not dispute (with one 
another) lest you lose courage and your strength depart, and be patient. 
Surely, Allāh is with those who are aṣ-Ṣabirīn (the patient ones, etc.). 
[Sūrat al-Anfāl 46]  

And it is reported in the authentic ḥadīth from Abū ad-Dardāʾ, he said, the Messenger of Allāh 
 said, “Shall I not inform you of a degree better than prayer, fasting and (صــــلّـى هللا عــــلـْیـھ وســــلّـم)
charity?” They said, “Of Course!” He said, “To reconcile between people, as it (discord) wears 
away (unity).” [reported by al-Bukhārī in ‘al-Adab al Mufrad’ no. 391 and Aḥmad in his 
‘Musnad’ no. 27508, Abū Dāwūd in his 'Sunan’ no. 4921 and at-Tirmidhī in his 'Jāmeʿ’ no. 
2509] 

And āl-Albānī (رحــــمــھ هللا) authenticated the ḥadīth in ‘Ṣaḥīḥ al-Adab al-Mufrad’ Chapter: 
Reconciliation between people no. 391/302 and in ‘Ṣaḥīḥ Jāmeʿ aṣ-Ṣaghīr wa Ziyādatih’ Vol. 
1, Pg. 506, no. 2595] 
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And on the authority of az-Zubayr bin al-ʿAwwām (رضــــي هللا عــــنھ), that the Messenger of Allāh 
 said, “There has come to you the disease of the nations before you, jealousy (صــلّى هللا عــلْیھ وســلّم)
and hatred. Hatred is the ‘shaver’ (destroyer). I do not say that it shaves hair; rather it shaves 
(destroys) religious commitment. By the One in Whose Hand is the soul of Muḥammad, you 
will not enter Paradise until you believe, and you will not believe until you love one another. 
Shall I not inform you of something that will help you to achieve that? Spread (the greeting 
of) salām amongst yourselves.” [Reported by Aḥmad in his ‘Musnad’ no. 1430, at-Tirmidhī in 
his ‘Sunan’ no. 2510 and al-Bukhārī in ‘al-Adab al Mufrad’ no. 260] 

al-Albānī (رحمھ هللا) in ‘Ṣaḥīḥ ar-Targhīb wat-Tarhīb’ Vol. 3, Pg 44. said: ḥasan li-ghayrihī 

Therefore, it is upon all Salafīs to bear these verses and aḥādïth in their mind, and that they 
should abandon the differences between them, for verily differing is evil.  

I ask Allāh to preserve everyone upon the Book and the Sunnah, and to hold onto it with the 
molars (tightly). 

Written by Rabīʿ bin Hādī 
Sunday night  
6th Shaʿbān 1439AH 
23rd April 2018CE 

Translated by Zubayr ʿAbbāsī 

TN: Translation of the Qurʿānic verses is that of Khan/Hilālī, and that of tafsīr and aḥādīth is 
by Dārussalām, except al-Adab al-Mufrad’ is by UK Islamic Academy, all slightly adapted. 
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